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Georgia Racing to the TOP

ATLANTA — Governor Sonny
Perdue announced that Georgia has
submitted an application to the

U.S. Department of Education for

“Race to the TOP"1

2010 Budget2  the first round of federal “Race to

the Top” grants. Georgia stands to
receive up to $462 million over

four years to implement its plan if
selected. The Race to the Top fund
is a $4 billion grant opportunity

New House Speake3

4 provided in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA) to support new
approaches to improve schools.

The fund is available in the form of competitiveugts to
encourage and reward states that are creatingtammsifor
education innovation and reform, specifically impknting
ambitious plans in four education reform areas:

1. Adopting standards and assessments thatngrspidents
to succeed in college and the workplace and to etenip the
global economy;

2. Building data systems that measure stugientth and
success, and inform teachers and principals almwtlhey
can improve instruction;

3. Recruiting, preparing, rewarding, and retajreffective
teachers and principals, especially where theyeegled
most; and

4.  Turning around our lowest-achieving schools.

“l applaud Education Secretary Arne Duncan for emaging
states to take bold steps forward in these fouasarand |
believe Georgia is in an incredibly strong positiorcompete
and win this race. The goals of Race to the Topvarg well
aligned to the direction Georgia has been movingdincation
policy,” said Governor Perdue . “Through strongtparships
with diverse districts around the state, Georgihlvé able to
further develop innovative ways to continue impraystudent
achievement.” Georgia ’s application was prepaneough

strong partnership between the Governor’s Offioe,®ffice
of Student Achievement, the Georgia Department of
Education and education stakeholders. Four worgiogps
and a fifth critical feedback team consisting afdieers,
principals, superintendents, higher education tgcuabn-
profit and informal education organizations, stawécy
makers, and members of the business and philarnthrop
communities developed the ideas for inclusion sgtate’s
application. Recommendations focus on strengtigenin
traditional and alternative preparation programsdachers
and leaders, supporting teachers more effectivetize
classroom, evaluating teachers and leaders withistemt and
objective criteria that inform instruction, and @eding great
teachers and leaders with performance-based mgnetar
bonuses. The application also calls for Georgiadopt and
implement common curricular standards and inteonatly-
benchmarked assessments that indicate Georgidlity &b
compete within a globally-connected economy. Twehtee
local school districts have signed on to partneéhwie state in
implementing Georgia 's Race to the Top plan. Tiiseicts,
which make up 41 percent of public school students
Georgia , include: Atlanta , Ben Hill, Bibb, Burk@arrolton,
Chatham , Cherokeg€layton, DeKalb, Dougherty,
Gainesville , Gwinnett, HallHenry, Jones, Meriwether,
Muscogee, Rabun, Richmond , Rockdale, Spaldingid&ih
and White. The state will work closely with thegstems to
implement the ideas contained in the applicatidfty Percent
of the funds awarded to Georgia will be distributedhe local
partners to meaningfully enact the Race to the réégrms.
The state will study the effectiveness of thesetiras to
identify and scale up those that prove to be dffectThe
U.S. Department of Education estimates that roured o
winners will be announced in April 2010. Forty siand the
District of Columbia submitted Race to the Top agilons.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation selectedtates,
including Georgia, to benefit from technical assiste for
RT3 application development. The states were sdduased
on how well poised they are to win Race to the haged on
progress in education policy and reform. Georgidnesed
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with The Parthenon Group, a consulting firm baseBaston ,
which specializes in part in education reform. (Gé&uos

entire application can be viewed at
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http://gov.georgia.gov/00/press/detail/0,2668,7 86 154885747

155733684,00.html

Governor Perdue to Introduce Legislation to ImproveAccess to Home-based Care

ATLANTA — Governor Sonny Perdue announced thatéSRepresentative Jimmy Pruett, one of the Gov&rmtwuse floor leaders,
will introduce legislation to improve access to lewbased care. Amending the Nurse Practice Actalldv an unlicensed person
who is trained by a Registered Nurse (RN) to prexaddefined set of skilled services to a speciispon, as long as those services are
ordered by a physician, dentist or podiatrist f@eason who is disabled. “Right now there are slamals of people in Georgia who
could be cared for at home, but under current kair tare must be provided by a licensed nurséd’Gavernor Perdue . “This
amendment to the Nurse Practice Act would opemltize to allow people to remain at home and in thbemmunity. This will make
healthcare more convenient, more affordable andraocessible to Georgians with disabilities.” Unclerent law, no skilled service
can receive reimbursement unless the caregivelidgergsed health care provider. Expanding the pbchregivers will make
community care more affordable for both Medicaid anivate payers. The training must be for a speitlividual and does not
allow the unlicensed person to serve others witseparate, specific training. The changes to thsdBractice Act have also been
approved by the Georgia Board of Nursing. “Thi$ Wwill increase choice for Georgia’s elderly andatiled,” said Rep. Pruett. “It
will help many people stay in their community, tlthan go to an institutional setting.” “This iglgtion will give families more
options to potentially expand services they recbased on their own choices,” said Frank Shelp, . MI@mmissioner of the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmentahbilities.

Governor Delivers
Functionally Balanced
Budgets That Invest in

Georgia’s Future

ATLANTA — Governor Sonny Perdue
today released his Amended Fiscal
Year 2010 and Fiscal Year 2011
budgets today, delivering functionally
balanced budgets that also continue to
invest in Georgia’s future. “We have
actively managed the budget in a step-
down approach as revenues have
continued to slide,” said Governor
Perdue. “Just as Georgians are
balancing their checkbooks and
making tough decisions in difficult
times, the state must and will do the
same.” Governor Perdue’s
recommended Amended 2010 budget
totals $17.4 billion, a $1.2 billion
reduction from the original FY 2010
budget, and the 2011 budget stands at
$18.2 billion. While there are

spending cuts throughout both

budgets, the Governor is
recommending additional funding into
the state’s mental health system to
stabilize staffing levels in state
hospitals and improve care for
patients. $20 million is called for in
the AFY 2010 budget and an
additional $50 million in FY 2011.

“We cannot retreat from our duty to
protect those who cannot protect
themselves,” Governor Perdue said
during his State of the State address on
Wednesday. “| am convinced that
Georgia can, Georgia must, and
Georgia will adequately care for
citizens in our state’'s mental health
program, even though this has been a
daunting challenge that precedes my
time as Governor.” The Amended FY
2010 budget also includes $27 million
to provide disaster assistance funding
for storm damage and floods in South
Georgia this spring and for September
flooding in the Metro Atlanta area.
The FY 2011 budget includes just
over $900 million in bond projects,

including $168 million in

construction, equipment and school
buses for Georgia’s K-12 schools.
There is also $121 million in projects
at our state’s universities and another
$44 million at technical schools, for a
total of $333 million in education that
signals a clear and continuing
investment in Georgia’s future. As he
announced yesterday, the Governor
also is recommending $300 million in
transportation projects in the bond
package as well. In addition to the
$300 million, the Governor also
recommended $68 million for the
deepening of the Savannah River
harbor. As the environmental studies
near completion, the joint federal-state
project will deepen the shipping
channel from 42 feet to 48 feet
allowing the world’s biggest ships to
call on the Savannah Port. To
download visit the Office of Planning
and Budget's home page
http://www.opb.state.ga.us/ and

look on the top right for the link.
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New Speaker brings needed rule changes to House

The Georgia House of Representatives opened the [2@islative session of the Georgia General As$goibJan. 11 by electing
Rep. David Ralston (R-Blue Ridge) as Speaker oHbese, replacing Glenn Richardson. He has alrezahe good on his pledge to
change House rules in such a way that will fosterendebate and dialogue among members - regaafigsditical party - as we deal
with the state budget and other important issuigmifeantly, Speaker Ralston has done away withgtevious regime's infamous
"hawk" system, under which certain House memberg wathorized to go into any committee meeting\astd to help pass or defeat
a bill at the whim of the majority leadership -lapsin the face of representative government. Egredalston is also committed to
passing stronger ethics rules for the legislatrabh of government. Proposed legislation wouddriet lobbyists' gifts to lawmakers
in an effort to reduce the influence of speciatiasts and give more power to the State Ethics Gssion to investigate conflict-of-
interest cases against legislators.

Transportation Funding the House passed last year. The Senate's propols¢idrsis a
regional sales tax plan under which counties cbalad
For the past two years, the House and Senate hied fo together to fund transportation improvements, éf toters in
agree on legislation that would provide a suffitiemding those counties approved the tax by referendumgbhernor,
source for bad'y needed transportation upgradmad:he meanWhiIe, said he would set aside $300 milliohand
state. The lieutenant governor and House leadatstia funds to pay for major transportation projects.at said he
week they have abandoned plans for a constitutional wants to see a series of regional sales taxeséaf projects
amendment for a statewide sales tax for transpontavhich placed on the ballot in 2012 instead of this Novemb

The Barnes & Noble Community Bookfair in partnepshiith Scholars
Academy Charter School located in Riverdale, GAs wéig

success. Held on Saturday December 12th. thiohe-bookfair is a
popular fundraising event for many schools and mizgions. In 2009,
in addition to Scholars Academy, the following solsoand groups held a
bookfair: Luella High School, Adamson Middle (twjc&agles Landing
Christian Academy, Clayton County CVB (twice), LlagElementary,
Community Christian School, Unidos Dual Languageu@, Atlanta
Festival Ballet, Morrow High School, M.D. Robertsddle, and Locust
Grove High School. Thanks to all of those in tbenmunity who
supported Scholars Academy’s very successful Baokfaspecial thank
you goes to state Representative Mike Glanton ared @lanton. We
were honored to have them come out on the dayeoévlent to purchase
books and other items in support of Scholars Academ

October i~ Feb 2% 2010Documented right€elebrating the 78" Anniversary of the National Archives The National Archives
at Atlanta features more than 80 documents, imadegpgraphs, and sound recordings that exempidydepth of records in the
National Archives chronicling the evolution of humand civil rights in the United States. Fromawsl manifest dated 1844 to the
five cases that compromised the 1984 Brown v Bodieducation decision the exhibit gives voice tosth who fought for or
championed personal rights and freedoms. Eadheoéxhibits five historic theaters features a digreapersonality and thematic
song intended to evoke the memories, longing aatleriges of the time. FREE ADMISSION. The NatioAathives is located at
5780 Joneshoro Road, Tuesday through Saturdayr@:8D&:00pm. For more information, call (770) 96832 or visit website
www.archives.gov/southeast12th

Reality Check

A Student's Introduction to Financial Responsttel presented by the City of Riverdale and Clagatension ordanuary 2%, 9:30
a — 2:00p at Riverdale City Hall, 6690 Church Str&tudents will learn how to save money, writeadse manage and balance
checking accounts, budgets, prioritize spendingsttgts and many more. For more information andstegfion contact Councilman
Kenny Ruffin at (678) 524-1340 or Chandra Elliet04) 583-8310. Lunch will be provided.
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The hit stage plajDeception” is coming to Atlantdebruary 6 Bad decisions about a young man named Davidesauschelle to
discover a shocking reality. "I can't have AlD%m too young to die!"Tickets are only $25.00 per person go to
www.14thstplayhouse.orp buy your tickets and for more information.

Veterans Reportis the most comprehensive newsletter availableetp Veterans stay current on benefits changes) kazout
important legislation, get great discounts, andtheebenefits earned in service. Make sure thataymlyour colleaguesubscribeor
this free update publication http://www.military.com

MLK Parade in Riverdale

Singing “We Shall Overcome”, waving American Flags,
handing out candy and waving to onlookers alongptrade
route, State Representative Mike Glanton was jomed
members of the Elite Scholars and Clayton Counity 4-
Programs during the Martin Luther King, Jr., Daydeke
held in Riverdale, Georgia. This was the first tithe
Annual Event was held in Riverdale and drew amestd
600 participants. Rep. Glanton (pictured R) recitexlentire
“I have a Dream” speech utilizing a Bullhorn twigkeng the
Parade Route. Rep. Glanton extends a special “thaurkto
Laura Garrett, Marie Barber, Pearla Glanton, Yvonne
Williams, Elite Scholars and 4 —H participants, &k
Organizers, the City of Riverdale and ;

ALLAN VIGIL FORD SOUTHLAKE

Congratulations to Representative Mik&lanton (D-Ellenwood) for another year of non tayd‘Perfect
Attendance” in the House of Representatives andieing one of only two members of the General
Assembly to be there for all 486 non-attendanceegoin 2009 Said Glanton; “I take my responsibility to represte

constituency of District 76 and Clayton County sasly. | am blessed to have remained healthy duhiedsession.” For more
information websiteSWGA Palitics - http://swgapolitics.com/index/
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More Summary of General Statutes Enacted at the 2@0Session of the General Assembly of Georgid his represents one of the
services which the Legislative Services Committee the Office of Legislative Counsel perform foe tlegislative branch of
government. This document contains a summaryefiineral statues of state-wide application whiehevenacted at the 2009
regular session of the General Assembly of Georljies intended to be used as a convenient referéar persons desiring to know
which laws were enacted or desiring to ascertamthin features of each Act without the necesdgitgading the Act in its entirety.
Acts may be readily located in the Georgia Law#\bynumber. Copies of this summary and legislatitay also be obtained
electronically from the internet web site of then®ml Assembly:.www.legis.ga.gov | plan to provide you with 5-10 ACTS per
newsletter until the list are exhausted.

TITLE 42 PENAL INSTITUTIONS

Act 48; HB 464

This Act provides for a deduction from an inmat&sount for repayment of the full cost of presdoiptmedication for self-inflicted
injuries unless the inmate has a severe mentahhéesignation. The Act provides for repaymentant jof the cost of inmate
prescription medication for any condition unrelateghregnancy or a chronic iliness. The Act alsovjutes that a hospital or hospital
authority which does not have a contract with tlep&tment of Corrections on July 1, 2009, shaly &wd reimbursed up to the
Georgia Medicaid rate for emergency services pexbim a state inmate. The Act amends O.C.G.A. @ex#2-5-2 and 42-5-55.
Effective April 21, 2009

Act 104; SB 64

This Act establishes the HIV testing program fa tlsting of state inmates prior to their releasmfa state penal institution. Such
program shall be implemented by the Departmentasféetions, contingent upon funding. The Act en&i6.G.A. Section 42-5-
52.2.Effective July 1, 2009

Act 42; HB 344

This Act authorizes a sentencing court to impo$&@00 per day fee as a condition of probatiorafdefendant sentenced to a day
reporting center provided the defendant is notgadt or unemployed. The Act amends O.C.G.A. Seetir8-34 Effective July 1,
2009 and applicable to defendants convicted on or afieh date.

Act 33; HB 226
This Act allows a sentencing court to give credittfime served for a defendant sentenced to a posbdetention center. The Act
amends O.C.G.A. Section 42-8-35Hiffective July 1, 2008and applicable to probationers sentenced onter sfich date.

Act 11; SB 24

This Act establishes the "Probation Management'Adte Act authorizes a court to sentence a probatito the sentencing options
system. The Act provides that the Department of&xions shall administer the sentencing optioissesy which shall be a system
of administrative sanctions imposed as an altaredt judicial modification or revocation of prolmat where a probationer has
violated a condition of probation. The Act enddt€.G.A. Sections 42-8-150 through 42-8-1%9fective April 21, 2009

“Serving Proudly; Making A Difference”

State Representative Mike Glanton
District 76
www.mikeglanton.com
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